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In This Issue: 
 

· VFW Welcomes VHA Restructuring Initiatives 
· VFW/JLC Day on the Hill 
· 2025 Education Awards Ceremony — December 7 
· Wreaths Across America at Rose Hill Cemetery 
· Puller Veterans Care Center opens in Vint Hill 
· FREE Mobile transport for a disabled Veteran 

CANNON NEWS—Multiple award winner at both the State and National levels. 

Governor Youngkin and other dignitaries at the opening of the Puller Veterans Care Center on December 16. 

Photo from Facebook 
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Commander’s Message Auxiliary President 

 
I found this quote on the 
internet:  
“The New Year doesn’t ask 
us to be perfect; it just in-
vites us to begin.”  
 

Our Auxiliary members wish your 
2026 year brings new opportunities, 
rewarding achievements, collections 
of good surprises, health, happiness, 
and fresh dreams.  
 

Thank you for the opportunity of being President of 
your Auxiliary. With your assistance, we will face the 
coming new year together with all new changes. May all 
of your dreams come true. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
Mary Corkhill  
Auxiliary President  

Mary Corkhill 

 

 

Comrades, 

A Happy and prosperous New Year to 
all. 2025 is in the rearview mirror. 
Hopefully, we will strive to make 2026 
a better year. I want to pay a much 
overdue tribute to the comrades who 
tirelessly conduct the daily business 
that keeps our Post and veterans viable 
throughout the year.  

Our Legislative Guru, Monti Zimmer-
man, has an unwavering quest to bring and present the latest 
initiatives not only to the Post but also to the State body. SVC 
Filippone, Surgeon A. Bliem, and Trustee T. Bliem, along 
with Youth Committee comrades and scouts, have been out-
standing in all undertakings, including VOD/PP essays and 
Teacher of the Year activities.  

Post-Historian Martin's knowledge and tenacity brought com-
munity and public recognition to the Post for its alliance with 
American Legion Post 10 in honoring Black Veterans who 
have served our country from the Civil War through the Vi-
etnam War. Our Post adopted the Rose Hill Cemetery, placed 
a Memorial Bench, and committed to not forgetting. We will 
place flags and wreaths in remembrance of the heroes at rest 
during all veterans' acknowledgment periods. 

On  November 1, the Post and working comrades hosted a 
morning breakfast for Veterans Day parade participants. On 
November 11, Veterans Day, our Post was inundated with 
requests for Veterans to serve as guest speakers at over 10 
events within eight hours. Post Cdr. Moore and QM Raskin 
were Guest Speakers at Mission BBQ, Chantilly, and the Har-
ris Pavilion, respectively. Alex and Tina spearheaded ceremo-
nies at Manassas Veterans Memorial and placed flags at Ma-
nassas and Rose Hill Cemeteries, Comrades Martin, 
Thepsoumane, Amos, and Cdr. Moore, assisted by Auxiliary 
President Corkhill and Senior Vice-President Smith visited an 
additional six assisted living facilities where veterans reside. 
We presented cakes and participated in the presentation of 
certificates, pins, and short congratulatory remarks to the vets 
for their service.  

In remembrance: This year, we lost two vital comrades in 
Paul Sutton and Peter MacLeod. Pete was the hub that kept 
our youth essays program turning. He routinely visited the 
school counselors and spoke of the need for students to under-
stand patriotism and military service. Both are sorely missed. 

Rentals and Bingo fared well despite the political and econom-
ic climate. Some rentals wavered due to fears. Thanks to QM 
Raskin, post-maintenance, Bingo, and the newsletter were 
intact and available to you and the community as needed.  

Please do not hesitate to relay Post information to any mem-
ber without access or notify Rick or me. May your year be 
memorable with a promise to make it better for our 
grandchildren! 

Wayne Moore 

VFW/JLC Day on the Hill 
 

Virginia VFW and Auxiliary are invited to VFW/JLC Day on 
the Hill in Richmond. We will join together on Thursday, Janu-
ary 15, 2026, to show the strength of the VFW is the member-
ship. 

Please be at VFW Post 9808 by 0700 to muster. If you plan on 
attending Day on the Hill please RSVP to Chief of Staff Joanne 
Smith chiefofstaff@vfwva.org directly. This is the only way to 
ensure that you will have transportation from VFW 9808 to and 
from the General Assembly Building. We have 36 seats on the 
bus and depending on the number of attendees we may have to 
make two runs with the bus. We don't want anyone to miss a 
meeting at the General Assembly. The General Assembly 
Building will be packed with other organizations and 

there may be a line to enter the building. We don't want to com-
mit to a specific pick-up time because meetings and events may 
be delayed. 

VFW Virginia’s membership was 33,645 for 2024-2025. Imag-
ine if 1% were to show up that would be 336 VFW members in 
Richmond. We have several issues that will be center stage dur-
ing the session to include: Claim Sharks, Charitable Gaming, 
and Virginia Military Survivors & Dependents Education Pro-
gram (VMSDEP.) 

VFW Virginia’s Commonwealth Legislative Team members 
are: 
· Legislative Chairman Ron Riffle 

(JLC Continued on page 6) 
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Youth Committee 
Greetings and welcome  from the Youth 
Committee of VFW Post 7589. As we 
reflect on the close of the year and look 
ahead to the new one, we are pleased to 
share updates on the recent youth activi-
ties, recognitions, and upcoming opportu-
nities. 

The most recent Youth Committee meet-
ing was held on Monday, December 15.  
In attendance were Mary Corkhill, Tina 
Bliem, and myself. During the meeting we 
reviewed recent events, discussed the suc-

cess of our youth programs, and began planning for the upcoming 
competitions and activities scheduled for early 2026. 

Scouting continues to be an important part of our youth outreach. 
On Saturday, December 13, 2025, Scouts from Troop 1372 par-
ticipated in Wreaths Across America at Rose Hill Cemetery.  A 
total of 19 Scouts were in attendance ant took part in placing 
wreaths on the graves of our nation’s veterans.  Their efforts 
served as a meaningful tribute, honoring those who served while 
demonstrating respect, patriotism, and community service. 

Our annual Educational Awards Ceremony was held on Sunday, 
December 7, 2025, and was well attended by students, teachers, 
their friends, and family members. Award recipients were recog-
nized for their accomplishments and received certificates along 
with prize money. The ceremony concluded with photographs of 
the awardees alongside their families and supporters, making a 
memorable and proud moment for everyone involved. We are 
especially proud to share that our Post’s first-place Voice of De-
mocracy winner, Raphael Likoy-Bokassa advanced to the District 
level and earned third place in that competition. 

All runner ups in both the Patriots Pen and Voice of Democracy 
competitions will also be recognized for their efforts.  Certificates 
acknowledging their participation will be distributed early in 
2026 as a thank you for their hard work and commitment. 

Several youth competitions are approaching in the coming 
months, and we encourage eligible students and participants to 
take part. The VFW Cadet of the Year award recognizes out-
standing cadets who demonstrate leadership, patriotism, and aca-
demic excellence , with a submission deadline of February 13, 
2026. The VFW Scout of the Year award recognizes Scouts who 
show exceptional citizenship, service, and leadership within their 
troop and community, with entries due by March 1, 2026. Art 
focused competitions are also available, including Illustrating 
America, the Young American Creative Patriotic Art contest, and 
the Three-Dimensional Patriotic Art contest. These contests pro-
vide students an opportunity to express their patriotism through 
creative artwork, with all three having a submission deadline of 
March 31, 2026. 

Looking ahead, the next Youth Committee meeting will be held 
on January 15, 2026. Committee members are encouraged to at-
tend as we continue planning and supporting our youth initia-
tives. 

In closing, we hope everyone had a happy holiday season and 
have a happy new year.  Thank you for your continued support 
and dedication to the youth programs at VFW Post 7589. 

With best regards, 

Lou Filippone 
Youth Committee Chair 
VFW Post 7589 

Lou Filippone 
Youth CommiƩee Chair 

1ST Cole Nicholson Rodney Thompson 
Middle School 

Post 
3103 

2ND Tanner Geary King George 
Middle School 

Post 
12202 

3RD Matthew Pewett Home School, 
Clifton, VA 

Post 
7589 

K-5 Merissa Bartoli Piney Branch 
Elementary School 

Post 
12218 

6-8 John Cannon Dahlgren Schol Post 
12202 

9-12 Charlotte 
Strauss 

King George 
High School 

Post 
12202 

1ST Chase Roberts Wakefield School 
 The Plains 

Post 
9835 

2ND Noah Crahan Wakefield School 
The Plains 

Post 
12218 

3RD Raphael 
Likoy-Bokassa Seton School Post 

7589 

District 8 Educational Award Winners 

Patriots Pen 

Voice of Democracy 

Teacher of the Year 
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December has been a very busy and fun 
month for our scouting units. 
 
It started off with our Troop walking in the 
Greater Manassas Christmas Parade.  This 
was their first time in this parade and it went 
pretty good.  Lessons learned for next time 
in regards to having a much larger presence 
like pulling their trailer which is wrapped 
and advertises for the Troop.  They also 
passed out well over 400 goody bags to the 
kids watching the parade, and we learned 

they needed much, much more.  400 was nowhere near enough.  
It was a very cold morning but everyone did great. 
 
Next was the Wreaths Across America.  This year our scouting 
units went to Rose Hill Cemetery where they honored the Veter-
ans buried there by placing wreaths side by side with our VFW 
Post and American Legion Post 114.  This was the first time 
wreaths had been placed at this cemetery and our scouts will con-
tinue to help from now on.  Some ideas were already discussed 
for next year to have a Color Guard and opening ceremony etc. 
 
After placing the wreaths, that same day, our Cub Scout Pack 
participated in the yearly Manassas Park Light Parade.  They 
decorated a trailer and passed out goodies as well.  This parade 
begins when it is dark so that everyone can light up their trailers/
floats/vehicles etc for everyone to see.  They have been doing 
this for many years now and the younger scouts always enjoy it. 
 
Our scouting units also had their end of year Christmas parties.  
They played games, ate some food and exchanged gifts with one 
another.  Our troop also used this meeting to pitch their ideas for 
summer camp and vote on which one they will be going to next 
summer.  This was a lot of fun for them. 
 
Lastly our scouts had a lock-in at Vertical Rock.  They show up 
late at night. Those that want to can work on their climbing merit 
badge.  Otherwise they have hours of rock climbing, having fun, 
eating, and possibly an hour or two of sleep before their parents 
pick up their very tired scouts the next morning. 
 
To end this article, one bit of information for everyone.  Over the 
past year our Boy and Girl troops have been involved in a nation-
al level pilot program to combine the troops and create a co-ed 
(Family) troop.  The pilot went very well and the national level 
has approved this program for those units that choose to adopt it 
(it’s not forced).  Our units have officially become one “Family 
Troop”.  Overall this has been a great experience for everyone.  
From the scouts learning how to interact with and help one an-
other to the adult leadership becoming combined into one pool of 
leaders it has been fairly smooth and successful.  There have 
been some learning opportunities of course for everyone but with 

change that is to be expected. 
 
We all hope everyone has had a very happy and safe Holiday 
season.   
 
Be safe, 
 
Alex & Tina Bliem 
VFW Post 7589 
Pack, Troop, Crew 1372 

Alex & Tina Bliem 
Post 7589 Scouting 

Representatives 

Scouting Report 

Our Scouts passed out well over 400 goody bags to the kids watching the 
Manassas Christmas parade. 

Cub Scout Pack parƟcipated in the yearly Manassas Park Light Parade. 

AddiƟonal photos:  hƩps://photos.app.goo.gl/x2Ri1xd46zKV2ByMA 
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VFW Welcomes VHA Restructuring Initiatives 

Just announced VHA reorganizaƟon plans align with VFW advocacy efforts 
December 19, 2025 

WASHINGTON - The Veterans of Foreign Wars 
(VFW) is pleased with recent announcements made by 
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Secretary Doug 
Collins and House Committee on Veterans' Affairs 
Chairman Mike Bost, signaling their alignment on 
reforming the Veterans Health Administration's (VHA) 
structure, for which the VFW has long advocated. Cur-
rently, VHA is comprised of 18 Veterans Integrated 
Service Networks (VISNs) however, this structure is 
not serving veterans due to inefficiencies and bureau-
cratic complexities, which has resulted in poor over-
sight, unequal and improper policy implementations, 
and inconsistent outcomes for veterans. 

"When the VISN structure was introduced in the 
1990s, it was supposed to offer oversight and account-
ability to the VA health care system," said VFW Exec-
utive Director Ryan Gallucci. "Unfortunately, what 
started as a modest quality control mechanism quickly 
ballooned into an unwieldy bureaucracy that numerous 
Inspector General reports show is where accountability 
often went to die. It's clear to the VFW that the current 
system of 18 networks – numbered 1 through 23 – is 
overdue for reform, and we thank Secretary Collins, 
Chairman Bost, and the committee for moving to de-
liver consistent, integrated care across VA." 

VFW has consistently voiced concerns about the shortcomings of the status quo, including in three separate Congressional hear-
ings in 2025. In January, one VFW employee highlighted her journey accessing appropriate and timely mental health care but 
experienced delays and roadblocks due to a VISN's misinterpretation of the 2018 MISSION Act. In March, then-VFW Com-
mander-in-Chief Al Lipphardt pointed to the issue in the VFW's annual legislative presentation to the joint House and Senate 
Veterans Affairs Committees. Finally, in July, another VFW employee spoke to the challenges of navigating maternity care in 
the community and the roadblocks created by miscommunication and lax quality controls. These are only a handful of examples 
where the current structure has made getting care more difficult for the veterans VHA is meant to serve. 
 
Simultaneously, VA also announced the overhaul of its system of Community Care Networks (CCN), which enable veterans to 
receive care in the community when facing excessive wait times, medical services are not available at VA, or it is otherwise in 
their best medical interest. Currently, VA oversees five CCNs and plans to reduce that number to two, further eliminating bu-
reaucratic barriers to veterans receiving the best care VA and its community care partners have to offer.  
 
As a strong supporter of integrated care where VA and its community providers work together to deliver timely, quality care to 
veterans, the VFW applauds this move and looks forward to collaborating with Congress and VA leadership to ensure this strate-
gic shift builds upon lessons learned to achieve truly integrated health care experiences among veterans receiving both direct VA 
care as well as services from community providers.  
 
"The VFW has been consistent for more than a decade that community care is part of VA care – yet since the earliest days of the 
Choice Program and now the MISSION Act, we have seen fits and starts with how VA gatekeeps community care referrals 
across the enterprise," said Gallucci. "We hope that as VA revamps its CCNs that we can achieve seamless integration of care, 
whether it is delivered through direct VA providers or VA's community partners – once and for all burying the unrealistic boo-
geyman of privatization that has stymied modernization." 
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State Commander’s Message 
 
Comrades, 

I hope everyone enjoyed the holidays and 
that Santa was good to you! We’re starting 
the New Year with a busy month ahead. 

In just a few days, the Virginia legislative 
session begins, and we have three important 
issues on our radar: 

• Anti-Claim Sharks legislation 

• Changes to the VMSDEP program 

• Charitable Gaming regulations 

I will send out email alerts as soon as I know when hearings or 
votes will occur on each of these priorities. Most of the time, we 
only get 48 hours’ notice, so if you can attend, your presence 
would be greatly appreciated. Wearing your VFW cover and 
showing your support goes a long way in influencing how they 
vote. 

If you have any questions about our legislative priorities, please 
reach out to Rick Raskin, Ron Riffle, Joanne Smith, or myself. 

We will also be holding our Mid-Winter Council of Administra-
tion meeting along with our Annual VFW Youth-Educator Ban-
quet. Thank you to all the Posts that participated. I look forward 
to seeing as many of you as possible. 

Finally, let’s start calling the unpaid lists from the first six months 
of the membership year. A great idea is to make this a Post or 
District function. Get your membership representatives together 
for breakfast and make those calls asking members to renew. 

Thank you again for all you do. It’s your dedication that makes 
this job worth it! 

Yours in Comradeship, 
Doug Hoffman, State Commander 

Doug Hoffman 
State Commander 
VFW Dept of Virginia  

· PSC/JLC Representative Rick Raskin 
· Chief of Staff/JLC Alternate Joanne Smith 
· PSC Eric Mallett 
· NCM Ken Wiseman 
· Public Affairs April Phillips 

The Department of Virginia would like VFW members to begin 
reaching out to their Commonwealth Delegates and Senators 
and their staffers to bring these talking points to them during 
the election season and prior to session in January and Febru-
ary. Invite them to visit your Post homes or attend a special 
event to interact with our members. If we develop relationships 
early, we may be able to partner with them to advocate for our 
issues in Richmond. 

If you have questions on how to connect with your local repre-
sentatives or would like to be included in emails from our De-
partment of Virginia Legislative Committee, please email Ron 
Riffle at vfwvaleg@gmail.com. JLC initiatives for the upcom-
ing legislative session are available at: 
https://www.dvs.virginia.gov/about-us/boardsfoundations/ 
joint-leadership-council-of-veterans-service-organizations. 

We are looking forward to the VFW/JLC Day on the Hill and 
your presence will have a positive impact on veteran’s issues in 
Richmond. 

(JLC Continued rom page 2) 
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SVC Lou Filippone, MC Color Guard from the NaƟonal Reconnaissance Office 

Featured Speaker  
COL MonƟ Zimmerman  

PP 1st Place winner  
MaƩhew PeweƩ 

PP 2nd Place winner Natalee 
Krappweis 

VOD 2nd Place Winner  Niamah 
Lawlor 

VOD 1st Place Winner 
 Raphael Likoy-Bokassa 

VOD Winners PP Winners with Auxiliary President 
Mary Corkhill, COL MonƟ Zimmer-
man and SVC Lou Filippone 

Teachers of the Year 

VOD 3rd Place Winner Dominic 
Judge 

Teacher of the Year  
Melissa Podkowka 

Teacher of the Year 
 Rebecca  Carofilis Cedeno 

2025 Education Awards Ceremony — December 7 

Photos by Rick Raskin 
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Wreaths Across America at Rose Hill Cemetery 

American Legion Post 114 Commander places a wreath at the grave of the 
Post’s namesake Paul W. Mitchell. 

AƩendees included members and Scouts  of VFW Post 7589 and members 
of American Legion Post 114. 

The grave of Buffalo Soldier George Butler 

Photos by Rick Raskin 
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A sea of pointed military caps adorned with pins tilted toward the 
sky Tuesday as a flyover marked the long-awaited grand opening 
of the Puller Veterans Care Center. 

The Quantico Marine Corps Brass Quintet filled the cold air with 
pomp and circumstance, and sunlight shone on military veterans 
in uniform as they applauded the facility built at the former Vint 
Hill Farms Station. 

The station was once a U.S. Army and National Security Agency 
site and played an important role in the D-Day invasion of Nor-
mandy during World War II after an enemy message was inter-
preted at the Vint Hill site. 

Now, the site will be home to a 128-bed residential nursing facili-
ty that offers long-term skilled nursing care, memory care, short-
term rehabilitative care and palliative care to honorably dis-
charged veterans who live in or entered military service from 
Virginia. 

To qualify for residence, veterans must need the level of care 
offered in a nursing home. 

“The words ‘thank you’ seem insufficient,” Virginia Gov. Glenn 
Youngkin told veterans in the crowd Tuesday, “for the sacrifices 
that each of you have made in order to preserve the freedoms and 
the liberties that we hold dear, that oftentimes we take for grant-
ed.” 

Youngkin praised the state’s three other veterans care facilities, 
located in Virginia Beach, Roanoke and Richmond, and said, “I 
know that the Puller Veterans Care Center will meet that same 
high mark.” 

Groundbreaking for the Puller Veterans Care Center took place in 
2017 and the target date for opening the center was late 2019. But 
both the COVID-19 pandemic and an Americans with Disabili-
ties Act compliance issue with the door frames caused years of 
delays. Eight years and one ribbon-cutting later, the doors are 
finally open. 

The center’s layout is meant to be different from a traditional 
nursing facility, said Brock Bakos, the executive director. 

The hallways were designed with large windows to bring in natu-
ral light, and most seating areas and hallway nooks include mili-
tary memorabilia. 

Each resident has a private room and bathroom and is designated 
to a “household.” Each of the eight household wings, all named 

Photo by Doug Stroud 

Puller Veterans Care Center opens in Vint Hill   
ResidenƟal nursing facility will provide a variety of services 

By Sarah Dolgin Staff Writer  Dec 16, 2025 

Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin speaks at the grand opening of the Puller Veter-
ans Care Center in Vint Hill on Dec 16, 2025.  

Brock Bakos, execuƟve director of the Puller Veterans Care Center, addresses 
a crowd at the Vint Hill facility's grand opening on Dec. 16, 2025.  

Post 7589 Commander Wayne Moore, DAV Past Commander Grailing Carter 
and DAV member Ed OrƟz at the Puller Center opening. 

Photo by Doug Stroud 

Photo by Doug Stroud 
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after medal of honor recipients from Virginia, will house 16 
residents who will share a living and dining space, a nurse and 
nursing assistants. 

Residents will have access to an in-house pharmacy, a barber-
shop marked with a spinning barber pole, a chapel, a medita-
tion garden and outdoor paths and courtyards. 

There is also a gym space for residents who need physical re-
habilitation, outfitted with a model vehicle for those relearning 
how to get in and out of a car and different kinds of patches of 
walking terrain to practice. 

The center’s staff includes a Life Enrichment Department, ded-
icated to facilitating activities and events for residents. 

“I’m really excited about what we’re going to be doing here,” 
Bakos told the Fauquier Times. “It’s truly once-in-a-lifetime.” 

The center became home to its first two residents in early De-
cember and will gradually welcome more veterans. The facility 
will be able to apply in mid-January for certification to accept 
residents who rely on Medicaid or Medicare; once that’s ac-
complished, the center can accept new residents. 

Once the center houses 20 residents, it will be able to apply for 
licensure by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. With 
licensure, the center will be eligible to receive reimbursements 
for veteran care and will be able to allow more residents, to 
move in particularly those with service-connected disabilities. 

The facility is named after the Pullers, a Virginia family known 
for its members’ long history of distinguished military service 
and advocacy for veterans. Gen. Lewis B. “Chesty” Puller was 
one of the most decorated U.S. Marine Corps veterans in histo-
ry. His son, Lt. Lewis B. Puller Jr., was a Marine who was in-
jured in Vietnam and awarded the Purple Heart. His wife, Tod-
dy, was a teacher in Woodbridge and later served in the Virgin-
ia House of Delegates, pushing legislation that created many 
veterans support programs. 

The care center is owned and managed by the Virginia Depart-
ment of Veterans Services and received start-up funding from 
the state government and from a U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs grant. While the center is technically owned by a state 
agency, its operation will be self-funded, Bakos said. 

Funding for the center’s operations will come through Medi-
caid, Medicare, and the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs; 
some residents will privately fund their residence. Cash dona-
tions are not allowed, but donations can be made to the Virgin-
ia Veterans Services Foundation to support the center and other 
state-run veterans programs and services. 

Sarah Dolgin is a Reporter for America Corps member wriƟng 
about rural life in Fauquier County. 

You can reach her at sdolgin@fauquier.com. 

 

Photo from Facebook 

Photo from Facebook 

Photo by  D J Cate 

Wayne Moore, Meghan Cate, Rick Raskin and Jeff Dombroff (Post 9835) 
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FREE Mobile transport for a disabled Veteran. 
(Family member in need, donation appreciated.)   

 
Three (3) different ones!  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Brand New in the box  
XO-202-TB power chair 

power stand up w/table  
(value $10K- $12K)   

Pride Go-Go Elite Traveler 
Plus  

3-Wheel Scooter 
18 AH BaƩery 

300 Lbs. Weight Capacity 
(value $1400) Contact Wayne Moore 

571-285-7904 
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Legacy Life membership 
 
This prestigious program is available to all Life members and is 
now available in memoriam for past Life members. There are three 
levels of membership; each offer their own package of exclusive 
member benefits. Financial contributions to the Legacy Life mem-
ber program are tax deductible to the maximum extent allowed by 
law. 

Bring it to the Post and we’ll take it to  
TECH  FOR TROOPS. 

 

Sorry, we cannot take CRT monitors or Printers. 
 

What T4T needs the most are laptops, desktop computers, 
tablets, and cell phones.   
 

These devices go to in-need Veterans aŌer data destrucƟon. 
  

T4T guarantees Data DestrucƟon for all devices that could contain data. 

Don’t throw away your old laptop or computer. 

Post 7589 Service Officer 
 

MonƟ Zimmerman 
 

703-223-2211 
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Virginia Department 
of 

 Veterans Services 
 

Manassas Office 
 

9300 W. Courthouse Rd. 
Suite 305 

703-479-7437  
 

Monday – Friday 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.   

Appointments only 8:30 – 11:30 a.m. & 1 – 3 p.m.   

Closed for lunch daily from 12 - 1 p.m.   

 

CLOSED on the last business day of the month. 

hƩps://www.dvs.virginia.gov/dvs/locaƟons/manassas-

benefits-office 

30 Games Including: 
 

$750 Jackpot 
(Starts with 51 numbers) 

Lucky 7 Progressive 
 

90:10 Jackpot 
(Prize = 90% of sales) 

 

Pull Tabs & Hard Cards 

$10.00 Bingo Book 
(includes Early Birds) 

WEDNESDAY MORNINGS 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

DOORS OPEN 7:30 AM 
 

GAMES START AT 9:15 AM 

SPECIAL 
BUY 2 BOOKS 

GET A 1/2 BOOK FREE 

DD-214 Available online 
 

The NaƟonal Personal Records Center (NPRC)  
has provided the following website  

for veterans to request access to  
their DD-214 online 

 
hƩp://vetrecs.archives.gov 

 
AddiƟonal records 

 
hƩps://www.archives.gov/veterans 
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Upcoming Events 

January 7 Post meeting — 7:30 PM 

January 8—11 Winter Council of Administration meeting — Harrisonburg, VA 

January 12 Auxiliary meeting — 2:00 PM 

January 15 
VFW/JLC Day on the Hill — Richmond, VA — Meet at Post 9808 at 7:00 AM 

Youth Committee meeting — 7:00 PM 
 

February 4 Post Meeting — 7:30 PM 

February 7 District 8 meeting — Post 2524, Culpeper — 10:00 AM 

February 9 Auxiliary meeting — 2:00 PM 

February 13 Cadet of the Year submission deadline 

March 1 Deadline for Scout of the Year entries 

March 4 Post meeting — 7:30 PM 

March 9 Auxiliary meeting — 2:00 PM 

March 31 Deadlines for the Illustrating America, the Young American Creative Patriotic Art contest,  
and the Three-Dimensional Patriotic Art contest 

 

2025-26 Post Officers 
Commander Wayne Moore 

Senior Vice Commander  Lou Filippone 

Junior Vice Commander Ron Link 

Quartermaster Rick Raskin 

Chaplain Monti Zimmerman 

1 Year Trustee Dion Amos 

2 Year Trustee Lamar Baker  

3 Year Trustee Tina Bliem 

Adjutant Ron Link 

Service Officer Monti Zimmerman 

Judge Advocate Sirianoac Thepsoumane 

Surgeon Alex Bliem 

 President  Mary Corkhill 

 Senior Vice President Ellie Smith 

 Junior Vice President Cookie Cullen 

 Secretary Lorrie Allen Smith 

 Treasurer Elanor Doczi 

 Chaplain Janet Raskin 

 Conductor Rosa Maggio 

 Guard Patsy Gough 

 Trustee 1 Jan Germain 

 Trustee 2 Janet Raskin 

 Trustee 3 Yvonne Sullivan 

 Historians 
Jan Germain 
Patsy Gough 
Yvonne Sullivan 

 Patriotic Instructor Lorrie Allen Smith 

2025-26 Auxiliary Officers 
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CANNON NEWS 
The official publicaƟon of Veterans of Foreign Wars of the U.S. 

Francis Cannon Post 7589 
P.O. Box 10206 

Manassas, VA 20108-0668 
 

NoƟce of publicaƟon is emailed to Post and Auxiliary members with email addresses on file. 
 Cannon News is available on our website  www.vfw7589.org 

 
Editor: Rick Raskin 

Copy Editor: Janet Raskin 
 

Please email arƟcles to quartermaster@vfw7589.org  no later than the 27th of the month. 
We reserve the right to edit submiƩed arƟcles for Ɵmeliness, clarity and syntax. 

VIRGINIA SENATORS 

Mark Warner  202-224-2023 

Tim Kaine  202-224-4024 

Rob WiƩman 1st District 202-225-4261 

Jennifer Kagans 2nd District 202-225-4215 

Bobby ScoƩ 3rd District 202-225-8351 

Jennifer  McClellan 4th District 202-225-6365 

Bob Good 5th District 202-225-4711 

Ben Cline 6th District 202-225-5431 

Abigail Spanberger 7th District 202-225-2815 

Don Beyer 8th District 202-225-4376 

Morgan Griffith 9th District 202-225-3861 

Jennifer Wexton 10th District 202-225-5136 

James Walkinshaw  11th District 202-224-3121 
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